
Spiritual Gifts - Unity and Ministry 
 

In this study the burden is to establish where gifts come from. Why they’re given and for 
what purpose they’re to be exercised. All in order for us to better understand the giftings given 
to us by the Holy Spirit so that we can be effective as we’re called and led, but to also be 
equipped to “combat” false teaching surrounding spiritual gifts.  
 
I Corinthians 12 
 
Lens: To eliminate ignorance concerning and surrounding spiritual gifts (V. 1)  
 

As I always say context is pivotal in understanding scripture, which is why we will study 
this full chapter. We will also look into the vocabulary contexts as we always do.  
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We see that there are different gifts, administrations, and operations, all of which is given 
by God. Given to man for the purpose of contribution and for bringing a unification of the saint of 
God.  
 
Gifts - G5486 : Charisma 
χάρισμα - khar’-is-mah 
A (divine) gratuity 
 
Administrations - G1248 : diakonia 
διακονία - Dee-ak-on-ee’-ah 
Service, ministering 
 
Operations - G1755 : energema 
 ενέργημα - En-erg’-ay-mah 
Operation, working  
 
Profit Withal - G4851 : sumphero 
συμφέρω - Soom-fer’-o 
To bear or bring together (contribute)  
 
Given to ever man; where every signifieth each one; for the same gifts or powers were not given 
to all, but to those to whom they were given, they were given not to puff them up, or to give 
them matter to boast of, but to do good withal to the church of Christ. No man hath any power or 
gift given him of God, either for his own hurt, or the hurt of others, but only for his good, and the 
good of others.  
 
-Matthew Poole Commentary 
 



First we must understand that these are given by God as He sees fit to distribute, for the 
purpose of the church. When we talk about the incorrect use, or ignorance of others when 
concerning spiritual gifts, we can use these scriptures to test their spirit. What I mean by that is 
this; so many people, charismatic churches especially, cling to the use of extremely charismatic 
and outward gifts to prove the infilling of the Holy Spirit. Now these gifts are a witness to the 
infilling, so is holy living, but our purpose isn’t to be proving our infilling of the holy spirit. Rather 
to take the gifts, the callings, given to us by the in filling of the spirit for the good of those around 
us. For ministries, for gospel work. We can test their intentions by going to scripture and asking 
ourselves, does this edify the church? Who does the glorify? Because these are to glorify God, 
not man, and to build up the saints and minister to the lost.  

 
1 John 4:1-3 
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These gifts are given as it pleases God by the Holy Spirit, as He sees fit to distribute 
these gifts. Only our sovereign God is fit for the job of calling, as well as equipping the saints for 
the ministries He calls us to. Whether they be preachers, song leaders, prayer warriors, 
momma’s, or a friend. Only God by the Holy Spirit, according to His pleasure, places us and 
equips us for these calls.  
 
Verse 11. But all these worketh that one and the self - same Spirit] All these gifts are 
miraculously bestowed; they cannot be acquitted by human art or industry, the different 
languages excepted; but they were given in such a way, and in such circumstances, as 
sufficiently proved that they also were miraculous gifts.  
 
-Adam Clarke Commentary  
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The crux of spiritual gifts: their purpose and application. They bring together a unified 
church that can administer the bleeding, broken hearts and souls who are lost in their sin. To 
collectively, cohesively bear witness to Jesus Christ for those who are lost, for those who are 
saved alike. So that we may continue to grow in Christ as we are to. Folks we are all called to a 
role within the body, we will be equipped by the spirit, our healthy functioning is pivotal in the 
overarching goal and purpose. To go to the ends of the earth preaching, and teaching in the 
almighty Name of Jesus Christ the Lord, and the Saviour of all nations.  
 
Matthew 28:18-20 
 
Next we will study about tongues, and the teachings others within Christendom have adopted 
and taught. There’s an epidemic of Holy Spirit fabrication plaguing the nations, to combat, we 
must understand the “adversary” and the truth.  
 


